Sociological Investigation: Social Stratification Research Design 
*Note: You are only describing how research could be done on a topic of your choosing.
You will not actually collect the data. 
Format: 
· Please use the American Sociological Association (ASA) format to cite your sources (consult citationmachine.com (Links to an external site.) or Purdue OWL (Links to an external site.) for assistance).  Only use academic sources (books, journal articles, .gov; .edu and .org may be appropriate on a case-by-case basis).  No dictionaries or general encyclopedias.
· Type your name, the class, the instructor’s name and the date on the title page.  Include a unique title for the assignment. 
· Use single or 1.5 spacing of Arial size 12 font.  Except for the reference list, you will type all of your answers into the table shown below. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Number your pages.  The paper should be no less than three pages long and no more than seven (not including the title page or references).4-6
· Use spell check and proofread carefully.  I will consider grammar and presentation in evaluating your assignment.
· I suggest you upload your paper to the Turnitin submission link a few days prior to the due date in case revisions are needed to avoid plagiarism.   There will be a five percent deduction for papers not submitted to Turnitin.
· Review the syllabus statement on Academic Misconduct.  Plagiarism is a serious violation of academic integrity that will result in a zero on the applicable assignment and possibly in the class.  
 
Make sure to use quotation marks when you have borrowed phrases or sentences from a source.  Cite the source at the end of the sentence as well as in the reference list at the end of the paper (please review the policy on Academic Misconduct I describe in the syllabus).  Also, cite sources that you consulted for the paper (even when you are not quoting the author).  
 
What kind of research paper is this, anyway?  Is it an essay?
No.  The paper is a research proposal to be written in tabular format.  Type your answers into the boxes on the right side of the table.  You will not actually conduct this research.  The objective is to demonstrate your understanding of sociology, social stratification, and research methods.  **Copy and paste the table below into your own document.  Remember to follow the format guidelines listed above (title page, number pages, etc.). 
 
	Part One: Introduction
In this introduction, please fully define social stratification in your own words (see Chapter Nine for a discussion of social stratification).  Choose a specific, sociological topic that illustrates stratification (e.g., LGBTQ civil rights, the digital divide, immigrant detention, environmental racism, ageism, sexism, ableism, colorism, child labor, global capitalism, the wealth gap, gentrification, the fight for $15 per hour, cost of/access to health care, etc.).  Define your topic using an academic source and explain how it topic relates to social stratification.  Finally, describe you biases on this subject.  Even selecting it demonstrates a bias.  Describe your opinion about it. 
*Make sure to cite the sources you’ve consulted in the body of the paper as well as in your reference list.
	Part One: Introduction
 

	Part Two: Research Questions
Write five questions you would like to have answered about your topic (start with a simple brainstorm, revising until you have five, clear research questions).  Three of them should be open-ended and two should be close-ended.  Avoid second person in your research questions (i.e., you, your, yours).
 
Open-ended examples:
How are family dynamics altered when a family member is transgender?     
How do college graduates cope with student loan debt?
 
Close-ended examples:
How many sex reassignment surgeries were performed globally in 1999 compared to 2019?
What immigrant groups are experiencing the most hostility in the world today and in what countries?
	Part Two: Research Questions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

	Part Three: Research Method
Identify at least two research methods that you could use to answer all of your research questions (see OpenStax, Chapter Two).  For each method, state how you could use it and why it is suitable for your research questions.
	Part Three: Research Method
First Research Method (Make sure to state which research question[s] you could answer with it):
 
 
 
 
 
Second Research Method (Make sure to state which research question[s] you could answer with it):
 
 
 
 
 
 

	Part Four: Ethics
Describe the ethical concerns involved with your proposed research methods.  See OpenStax, Chapter Two, section 2.3 for a discussion of ethics).
	Part Four: Ethics
 

	Part Five: Conclusion
Summarize your paper in the conclusion (why did you choose the topic, etc.).  How could this research increase our understanding of social stratification?
 
	Part Five: Conclusion
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· Please use the American Sociological Association (ASA) format to cite your sources (consult citationmachine.com (Links to an external site.) or Purdue OWL (Links to an external site.) for assistance).  Only use academic sources (books, journal articles, .gov; .edu and .org may be appropriate on a case-by-case basis).  No dictionaries or general encyclopedias.  When in doubt, please ask.
 

